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THIS WEEK AT VINAL!
We had our first Community Meeting of 
the year on Monday.  Community Meetings 
happen each month and are hosted by 
different grades.  The topic is chosen from 
from our social/emotional curriculum.  This 
month’s meeting was hosted by Mr. Lenz, 
Mr. Lewis and Mr. Leonard  and we talked 
about the First Six Weeks of School and 
CARES (Cooperation, Assertion, 
Responsibility, Empathy, Self-Control), 
our acronym to highlight the key social skills 
that all of us practice at Vinal to help us 
succeed both socially and academically.   
Grades 1 - 5 presented posters they designed 
describing what each of these words mean.  
Students in grades K -4 shared their posters on 
how we can use these skills at lunch, recess, in 
the halls, on the bus and in the bathroom. All 
of these posters are displayed in the hallway 
outside the art room.  Please be sure to stop 
and take a look the next time you are here.#

On Friday, our Math, Reading and Literacy 
Coordinators held the first “Coffee with the 
Coordinators”.  Meeting with about 20 
parents, they reviewed the Norwell Tiered 
Systems of Support (NTSS) and their roles in 
supporting the home-school connection.  If 
you have any questions,  please feel free to 
email our coordinators:#

Math Specialist: amy.severance@norwellschools.org#
Literacy Specialist: nicole.pedro@norwellschools.org#
Reading Specialist:joan.auciello@norwellschools.org# !!
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OUR POSITIVE BEHAVIORAL SUPPORTS MATRIX!
As part of Vinal’s First Six Weeks (information on First Six Weeks found here) and our commitment to 
clear and consistent behavioral expectations for all our students and staff, we use a positive behavior 
matrix. The positive behavior matrix sets clear student friendly expectations for all areas outside of the 
classroom. It also incorporates our C.A.R.E.S. (cooperation, assertive, responsibility, empathy, self-
control) acronym which emphasizes key social skills children need to learn and practice if they are to 
succeed socially and academically. Behavioral expectations must be taught to students. This is done 
through discussion, interactive modeling, role playing, and the use of reinforcing, reminding, and 
redirecting teacher language. Our behavior matrix can be accessed here.  #

!
#

!
!
!
!
!

�2                                                                                                                                                                                     

Mark Your Calendar 

10/1# District Wide PTO Meeting, 9:00 am #

10/2# Stay & Play, 3:30 - 5:30 pm#

10/7# Vinal PTO Meeting 7:00 pm#

10/9# Professional Day. No School#

10/12# Columbus Day. No School

FOOD SERVICES 
ANNOUNCES 
BREAKFAST!

Starting Monday,  breakfast will be 
available.  Students may come to the cafeteria 
for the period of time between getting off the 
bus and the 2nd bell rings at 8:55.  Food will 
not be allowed to leave the cafeteria.  The cost 
will be $1.50 and will included fruit or juice, 
milk and items like eggs, bagels, breakfast 
sandwiches and cereal.#

http://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib02/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/262/Vinal%20Newsletter%2009%2011%2015%20.pdf
http://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib02/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/252/PBSTeachingMatrix.pdf
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MEET OUR NEW STAFF!
Jill Johnson, Special Education: : I have been teaching in 
special education at both collaborative and public school settings 
15 years.  Most recently I taught in Lakeville.  I have always 
enjoyed being a special education teacher  because I want to help 
all students feel successful . When I'm not teaching in school I 
also teach yoga, which, along with running, are passions of mine.  I 
live with my husband and two children,ages 5 & 7.  I am so happy 
to be at Vinal and look forward to great year!#

Amanda Harrington, Grade 2:  
Hi!  My name is Amanda 
Harrington.  I studied Early 
Childhood Education and Human 

Development and Family Studies at the University of Rhode Island. After 
graduating from URI I moved out to San Diego to get my Masters in 
Curriculum and Instruction.  I have spent the past two years working here 
at the Vinal School as a one-to-one paraprofessional as well as an RTI 
Instructional Tutor.  During that time I had the opportunity to experience 
first hand what an incredible school district Norwell is.  I feel honored to 
be a teacher here at the Vinal School and look forward to a wonderful year 
ahead!#

!
3RD GRADE FIRE SAFETY POSTER CONTEST!
October is Fire Safety month.  Each October, firefighters from Norwell Fire Department visit our school 
to discuss fire safety and prevention.  This year they will be visiting all of our classrooms the week of 
October 12th, leading up to their Open House on Saturday, October 17th.  Part of their work with us 
is a poster contest for our 3rd grade.  Each 3rd grade student is asked to create a poster that represents 
the fire safety theme.  Posters will be displayed at the Norwell Fire Department and citizens are invited to 
vote for their favorites at the Open House.#

!
!
!
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#

#

PTO EVENTS!
The next Vinal PTO meeting is  
Wednesday, October 7th at 7:00 pm. 
Please join us for our monthly meeting 
and then come with  us to the Tinker’s 
Son for a casual Parent Night Out 
immediately following the meeting.   

!
STAY AND PLAY  IN OCTOBER 

Save the dates:   STAY & PLAY FRIDAYS is happening 
October 2nd, 16th, 23rd and 30th!   

The PTO is pleased to sponsor a STAY AND PLAY for all Vinal students and their families. Please join 
us on Fridays in October for some family fun and some special treats on the Vinal playground.    Each 
week will have different themes.  Thank you to Busy Bee and Physical Education Teacher Lee Leonard for 
supplying what we need to have fun.  Concessions will be available for a price. All students must be 
accompanied by an adult. This is a great opportunity for parents to “stay and play”, too!   Please send in a 
pick up note if your child is staying after school on these days.   Join us on Friday October 2, 16, 23 and 30 
from 3:30 - 5:00 pm.#

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
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On Thursday, October 15th, the 
Norwell Public Schools, Norwell Police 
Department, Norwell Fire Department, 
Norwell Board of Health and the NVNA 
and Hospice will be hosting a parent 
program titled “Hidden in Plain 
Sight”.  The program will begin at 
6:30pm with an opportunity for parents 
to explore a mock teen bedroom. Some 
paraphernalia, which may not be familiar 
to parents, will be visible.  A presentation 
will begin at 7pm focused on 
understanding the items in the staged 
bedroom and empowering parents  to 
talk with their children about alcohol, 
tobacco, and other drug use.

CAR WASH for NORWELL HIGH 
VOLLEYBALL!!! Saturday, September 
26 at Town Hall 9am - 3pm. Please come 
support Norwell's newest team! These hard 
working student athletes will be washing cars 
all day to help fund their inaugural 
season.Thanks you for your support!#

Our Library Story Time Fall Session begins 
on September 30 and runs through December 16, 
meeting on Wednesdays at 10:30 for 45 minutes of 
stories, songs, and crafts. In addition, the South 
Shore Family Network will present its RAISING A 
READER workshop series for four Tuesdays at 
1:30, beginning October 20.#
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Norwell Cub Scouts Pack 66 meets at Vinal Elementary School 
from 6:30-7:30pm on the third Thursday of the month. We welcome 
boys in 1st through 5th grades to develop their character and have fun in 
the scouting program. Please drop by to learn more, or email 
NorwellCubScoutsPack66@gmail.com"
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Tryout dates for the Norwell Boys Travel 
Basketball Grades 4th - 8th have been 
announced!  Please go to our website at 
www.norwelltravelbball.com to learn more about 
the tryouts.  For questions concerning the tryouts 
or the program, please email 
norwelltravelbball@gmail.com.#

!
South Shore Seahawks Hockey - 
 Registration is open for the following programs: 
 Learn to Skate;Learn to Play Hockey; Mite In 
House Developmental Program.  All sessions start 
in September. For more information and to register 
please visit www.southshoreseahawks.org

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3RD,  10 AM - 2 PM, 
FRED-THE-SHED CLOSING SALE, featuring a 
Bag of Books for $3, Bake Table, Pumpkin Game, 
Jewelry Making, Mask Making & Finger Nail Art.  
PLEASE NOTE: FRED-THE-SHED HAS STOPPED 
ACCEPTING DONATIONS FOR THE SEASON. 
THANK YOU.#

The Council on Aging is hosting the 
American Red Cross Community Blood 
Drive on September 30, 1 – 6 p.m. For an 
appointment please call 1-800 RED CROSS 
(733-2767) or visit redcrossblood.org. #
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